
MEMORANDUM FOR: Director of Central Intelligence 

SUBJECT: Coverage of Events in the Gulf of Thailand 

Prior to the Seizure of the Mayaguez 


1. The first indication of a threat to shipping in the Gulf of 
Thailand was received by US operational forces on 4 May 1975. On 
that date, the USS GRIDLEY advised that it had received merchant 
ship communications reporting the capture of a Korean tanker by an 
"unidentified Communist ship" in an area in the general vicinity of 
Poulo Wai island (where the Mayaguez was subsequently captured). 

This report was immediately passed by the CINCPAC Intelligence 
Center to the NMCC which, in turn, immediately passed it to the 
CIA Operations Center. Because of CINCPAC' s use of an "Address 
Indicator Group" (AIG 8724), it is safe to assume that its initial 
message also went to a large number of operational commands and 
intelligence centers within the Defense establishment. In any event, 
there is no evidence that anyone took any action on this report. 

2. On 5 May, CINCPAC advised the NMCC (and other addressees) 
of a US news service report of the incident involving the Korean tanker. 
This report indicated a Cambodian Communist ship had fired upon, 
damaged, but failed to stop the Korean tanker. STATE/INR picked up 
this account of the news service report and a 5 May FBIS item from 
Seoul, which dealt with the same incident, and prepared a briefing 
paper for Mr. Hyland and Secretary Kissinger on the same day. No 
other element in the US intelligence community took any action. 

3. On 6 May, the FBIS reported in its Daily Report that Seoul 
had advised the South Korean Ministry of Transportation to alert all 
Korean shipping to the dangers of Communist attacks "on the high 
seas of Cambodia. " 
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5. The seizure of the Mayaguez appears to have caught everyone 
by surprise. Neither CIA, DIA, nor the military services issued any 
report or analysis which would have indicated their consideration of 
a potential threat situation. No warning notices were issued. 


6. The US agency responsible for issuing "notices to mariners" 
is the Hydrographic Center of the Defense Mapping Agency. There is 
no formal link between this agency and any current intelligence entity, 
and as far as we can ascertain at this juncture, intelligence concern- 
ing incidents in the Gulf of Thailand (2rl2 May) was not sent to the 
Hydrographic Cente/*by any element of the community. 


** Jouuju. fb 


/first**. •Uugjjsb a vhaujuA 




Lieutenant General, USA 
Deputy to the DC1 for the 
Intelligence Community 
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ANNEX 



Reports of Cambodian Communist 
Actions Against F oreign Shipping in the Gulf of Thailand 


DATE OF 

DATE OF REPORT SEIZURE 


VESSEL 

NATIONALITY 


COMIPAC Message 4 May South Korean 

041029Z 


COMIPAC Message 4 May 

0511 12Z (Same inci- 

dent as above) 


Same incident 
as above 


5 & 6 May FBIS 4 May South Korean 

Reports (Probably same (1 Vessel) 

incident as 
above) 



Thai 

(7 Vessels) 


South Vietna- 
mese 

(2 Vessels) 


"Chinese" (6 
Vessels) 


REMARKS 


Report from USS 
GRIDLEY that Korean 
tanker being captured 
by unidentified commu- 
nist ship near Poulo Wai . 
Island. 

Report by US News 
Service that a Cambodian 
communist ship fired 
upon but failed to stop 
Korean ship 200 n.m. 

S. E. of Thailand. 

Seoul broadcasts reports 
of ship fired upon by 
communist boat. Official 
warning to all shipping 
of danger of attack "on the 
high seas of Cambodia." 

Seized in what Cambodian 
Communists describe as 
"our" territorial waters. 
Capture includes 27 Thai 
seamen. 

Seized in what Cambodian 
Communists describe as 
"our" territorial waters. 
Also captured entire 
crew. 

Cambodian Communists 
report that vessels were 
"fleeing from Saigon, 
headed toward Thailand. " 
Vessels were taken to 
Cambodian mainland. 
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DATE OF REPORT 


PATE OF 
SEIZURE 


VESSEL 

NATIONALITY 


REMARKS 



6 May 


South Vietnamese All seven persons on 

board reportedly 
executed by Cambodian 
Communists. 


7 May 


Panamanian 


94 Vietnamese/ 34 Thai 
on board. Master of 
vessel reported that 
vessel fired on without 
warning by Cambodian 
navy craft and detained 
20 miles outside Poulo 
Wai, and also reported 
that the "new Cambodian 
boundary" had been 
extended 30 miles "outside" 
of Poulo Wai. (See Map. ) 
Vessel departed 
Cambodian waters on 
8 May. 


Approved For Release 2004/06/29 : CIA-RDP83M001 71 R001 80006001 6-6 



Approved For RHse 2004/06/29 : CIA-RDP83M00171 




Ubon Ratchathativ 


Thailand 


*Warin Chamrap 


Lao 


Jamrong^/ Oddaj^-^ 

^ | IVlean che y 

' 



\ 

J\r 

T\ / 

J 1 ft** 

\\ < 

j l 


1 Che^m \ 

//) 

T Siemvk 

( J 

) Ksan^ \, 


{Ulg 

""V-^irachei , \ „ 


Battambarig 


jjmpong Th orny ^ 


Kbafong ChhnainrQV-^ / 

/ ^Kompomg Y?"V 
' CrrHnangx //Skoi 


Phnom Thbeng 
—\JfleanchBy 


PreahWihejar \ stu 

| Phum Ro^gy ^ 

Komp<5ng^Thom\ \ 

ngTfromyei^ \ ^ 


Ralanakiri 

g (sr\ TT 

3*^ * ALabansieiA- 


r 




S Pu^T 

Pursat 


v KoV g hite t: 

Ua Koh Kong \ Spe^-^r^ 

Ko/> hi Kirirom (/^Komporig 

Kong (J z 3 : Sp T ^ 

) JJmbelL<'T* s v 17 


p.. — \ 

/Prek : 

r Kak^ ii, 


P f 

MSandan / 

lUatie ( 


Mondolkhri 

Senmonorom 1 
0 RangJT; 


IrOuc 

K>fp\ La P 


Cham 


A / Ji 




3r GutongJv* 

J Kompoj.g Chaiy)< 

SvihparV 

/'''''Ahup 

l I 

\ Mea|c||; 

yviiiCoiV y*m 

(if Suor y ( 




fong/opil 
yrey Veng/ 


Koh Rang 


Komptffig Som^ 


| Kampot^^V' 

ot ty jjni p tw g 




Koh Te 


* 

( Dao Phu 
? CXuoc 


Gulf P SY 10 Wal 
Thailand 


uJ MfaSrk 


a Unh ; \ 

Long 

v Raclj^ia Gan^^v^ i 

AAi 

VkThanfu f \ 


TChon Jhanh 

lo/u t h, 


M5* IS- 


!^J^_GoJCong ^Vung Tau 

Snath 


South China 
Sea 


u Quan Dao 
Nam Du 


I NAMES AND BOUNDARY REPRESENTATION 

104 ARE NOT NECESSARILY AUTHORITATIVE 106 


Cambodia 


International boundary 

— . — 

Province boundary 

® 

National capital 

o 

Province capital 


Railroad 


Road 


Trail 

0 

25 50 Miles 

0 

1 1 ^ 

25 50 Kilometers 


Base 500895 3-72 


Approved For Release 2004/06/29 : CIA-RDP83M001 71 R001 80006001 6-6 





